SCHbOL-“HOME 

EDUCATION 

DEVOTED  TO 

THE  INTERESTS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


JANUARY,  1909. 


THE  EDITOR’S  EDUCATIONAL  SURVEY.  1 59-166 

Abraham  L<incoln. — The  Educational  Commission. — The  Three  Views  of  the  World. 

DISCUSSIONS  AND  REPORTS. 

The  Wisconsin  School  System  . . . c.  p.  Cary  166 

Some  Distinctive  Features  in  the  School  Laws 

of  WItSCOnstll  .....  Geo.  A.  Brown  168 

Qualities  of  an  Ideal  Teacher  . . . j.  n.  Adee  no 

MATERIALS  OF  TEA  CHING  George  Alfred  Brown  174-182 


Knowledg-e  and  Human  Consciousness. — The  Place  of  Geography  in  School  Work. — The 
Geographical  Museum. — Teaching-  History. 

LITERARY  ARTICLES. 


A Study  of  Mountain  Ranges.  . . . p.  m.  Fultz  183 

Lincoln  Program  for  Upper  Grades.  . Eleanor  Curtis  189 


COMMENT. 


1 95-200 


Means  Used  in  Good  Supervision. — The  Illinois  State  Teachers’  Meeting-. — Department 
of  Superintendence. — N.  E.  A.  at  Denver,  July  5 to  9. — Book  Table. — Editorial  Mention 
and  Business  Notices. — The  Mag-azines. — New  Books. — Reports. 


BLOOMINGTON,  ILL. 

Copyrlgnt,  1909,  by 

PUBLIC-SCHOOL  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  Bloomington,  Illinois 
Published  Monthly  except  July  and  August. 


Volume  XXVIII,  No.  5.  15  Cents  a Number 

Whole  Number,  299  icrms.  25  a Year. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/lincolnprogramfoOOcurt 


SCHOOL  AND  HOME  EDUCATION. 


189 


1909J 


LINCOLN  PROGRAM  FOR  UPPER  GRADES. 
(To  be  given  as  a dialogue  or  continuous  narrative.) 

BY  ELEANOR  CURTIS. 


1.  On  the  I2tli  of  February,  1809, 
thirty-three  years  after  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  there  was  born  in 
Hardin  County,  Ky.,  the  child  who  be- 
came one  of  the  greatest  of  men.  As  this 
is  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  his 
birthday,  it  is  fitting  that  we  give  a 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
who,  by  hard  work,  rose  from  poverty 
and  ignorance  to  become  not  only  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  a 
benefactor  of  the  black  race,  then  in 
slavery. 

2.  The  cabin  in  which  he  was  born 
was  dark  and  cold,  doorless  and  floor- 
less. There  was  but  one  room,  and 
the  only  protection  from  the  hard, 
smooth  ground  was  a bear-skin 
occasionally  spread  before  the  fire. 
When  it  was  very  cold,  a skin  would 
be  hung  over  the  doorway  or  the  win- 
dow-opening to  keep  out  the  sleet. 
But  in  ordinary  weather,  rough  boards 
were  leaned  up  in  the  doorway  at 
night,  simply  to  keep  out  intruding 
animals. 

First  Question.  But  I have  heard 
that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a good  car- 
penter, and  when  he  married  pretty 
Nancy  Hanks  promised  to  build  a real 
home  for  her.  Why  was  he  content 
with  such  a cabin  as  you  have  de- 
scribed ? 

3.  It  is  said  that  his  great  fault  was 
in  never  doing  to-day  what  he  could 
put  off  till  to-morrow.  He  always  in- 
tended to  put  everything  in  shape  very 
soon,  but  when  it  was  warm,  every- 


body was  comfortable;  when  the  fall 
came,  there  was  the  hunting  of  which 
he  was  so  fond ; when  winter  came  it 
was  not  pleasant  to  work  at  all.  So 
it  went  year  after  year,  and  like 
the  persons  you  and  I know  who 
have  the  habit  of  procrastinating,  he  did 
not  succeed  in  life. 

4.  I have  read  that  Thomas  Lincoln 
did  not  know  his  letters  until  taught 
by  his  wife.  He  was  a great  story- 
teller, and  his  own  pioneer  and  hunt- 
ing experiences  gave  him  many  themes. 
His  own  father  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  before  his  eyes,  and  his  own 
life  was  barely  saved  by  an  older 
brother.  Perhaps  it  was  the  influence 
of  such  stories  that  led  our  hero  to  go 
out  and  fight  the  Indians  later  on. 

5.  His  mother  could  both  read  and 
write  and  had  heard  of  the  busy  world 
away  from  the  pioneer  country,  and 
longed  for  a better  life.  She  took 
great  pains  to  teach  her  little  son  to  be 
dutiful  and  true,  and  used  to  tell  him 
stories  of  brave  and  good  men  and  of 
their  noble  deeds.  She  used  to  read 
the  Bible  to  the  children,  and  taught 
them  to  read  before  there  was  an 
opportunity  for  schooling.  So  from 
her,  as  well  as  from  a remote  ancestry, 
he  inherited  his  desire  to  learn,  and  to 
become  a useful  citizen. 

6.  We  can  hardly  realize  the  pioneer 
life.  There  were  no  newspapers,  and 
only  vague  rumors  of  the  war  of  1812 
reached  them.  Occasionally  a wan- 
dering preacher  brought  stories  of  the 
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great  world  outside,  and  the  two 
school  masters  who  came  taught  spell- 
ing only.  But  Abraham,  with  his 
mother’s  help,  used  to  study  by  the  fire- 
light during  his  spare  time. 

Second  Question.  But  were  they 
living  in  the  same  log  cabin  all  this 
time  ? 

7.  O no!  when  Abraham  was  four 
3^ears  old  they  moved  to  the  banks  of 
a small  stream  called  Knob  Creek,  and 
three  years  later  crossed  the  Ohio  in- 
to Indiana,  where  there  was  rich  land 
to  be  purchased  from  the  government. 
This  was  but  forty  miles  from  their 
second  home,  but  it  was  a full  week  be- 
fore they  reached  it.  Through  part 
•of  this  journey  they  had  to  cut  their 
way  through  the  thick  woods.  It  was 
a cold  November  day  when  they 
reached  the  chosen  spot. 

Third  Question.  How  desolate  it 
must  have  been!  No  shelter,  no  neigh- 
bors, leafless  trees,  cloudy  skies  and 
snow  beginning  to  fall.  I’m  glad  we 
live  in  civilization,  aren’t  you? 

8.  But  they  went  right  to  work  to 
build  what  the  settlers  called  a “half- 
faced camp.”  This  was  a shed  made 
of  poles  and  covered  with  broad 
pieces  of  bark.  The  three  most  exposed 
sides  were  inclosed,  but  the  south  side 
was  left  open  and  screened  with  skins 
hanging  from  the  roof  pole.  The 
cracks  were  filled  with  leaves,  or  pieces 
of  clay.  At  one  end  was  the  family 
bed  and  opposite  was  the  log  fire  kept 
burning  day  and  night.  Here  the 
Lincoln  family  lived  all  winter.  In  the 
Spring  they  built  their  new  log  cabin, 
but  it  was  never  finished  for  Thomas 
Lincoln  liked  better  to  hunt  than  work. 


and  the  good  rule  of  “Do  it  now!” 
never  appealed  to  him. 

9.  Their  clothes,  too,  ‘were  as  crude 
as  their  cabin.  Imagine  Abraham,  then 
nine  years  old,  in  trousers  of  tanned 
deerskin,  shirt  of  homespun  tow  and  a 
pair  of  moccasins  on  his  bare  feet,  and 
a coon  skin  cap  with  the  ringed  tail 
hanging  down  his  back.  For  food  they 
had  squirrel,  wild  turkey,  venison  and 
brown  bread  with  corn  in  its  season. 
That  sounds  good,  but  I fear  we  should 
tire  of  it,  having  it  year  after  year. 

Fourth  Question.  What  about  their 
schooling  ? 

10.  We  have  heard  of  the  school 
master  who  taught  spelling  only,  and 
it  was  not  until  Abraham  was  thirteen 
that  a school  house  was  built  in  Pigeon 
Creek  and  a school  begun  that  opened 
at  sunrise  and  was  not  dismissed  until 
sunset.  Of  course  it  lasted  only  a few 
weeks,  but  the  master  agreed  to  teach 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and 
our  hero  studied  everyone  and  con- 
tinued at  home  when  the  school  was 
over.  Through  the  influence  of  his 
kind  step-mother  he  had  two  short 
terms  more.  If  all  had  been  put  to- 
gether they  would  not  have  made  a 
year. 

Fifth  Question.  You  said  something 
about  step-mother.  When  did  Abra- 
ham’s mother  die? 

11.  When  he  was  nine  years  old  this 
occurred.  His  father  made  the  rude 
casket  and  through  Abraham’s  efforts 
David  Elkins  came  from  their  old  Ken- 
tucky home  six  months  later  and  de- 
livered the  funeral  sermon.  Abraham 
wrote  the  leBer  on  a blank  leaf  of  his 
spelling  book.  . His  pen  was  made  of  a 
turkey’s  quill  and  he  made  the  ink  from 
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the  red  juice  of  the  ripe  poke  berries. 
This  letter  was  carried  by  persons 
going  in  the  desired  diiection,  one 
handing  it  to  the  next  and  so  on  until 
it  reached  Mr.  Elkins.  He  started  at 
once,  and  travelled  a hundred  miles 
through  the  wild  country  with  no 
thought  of  reward  except  what  always 
comes  in  doing  unselfisli  things  for 
others. 

12.  That  very  fall  Thv^iias  Lincoln 
went  back  to  Kentucky  and’  persuaded 
a lady  to  become  his  wiK.  They  had 
known  each  other  when  young.  When 
she  came  with  her  three  children  and 
many  comfortable  house  furnishings, 
better  times  came  to  Abraham  and  his 
sisters.  She  spurred  her  husband  in- 
to doing  some  real  worl  . The  cabin 
was  finished,  a clearing  made  and  the 
surroundings  much  impfoved.  The 
five  children  worked  and  played  well 
together  and  were  now  neatly  and 
comfortably  dressed. 

13.  During  all  this  time  Abraham 
was  studying  and  reading  everything 
he  could  borrow.  He  walked  bare- 
footed twelve  miles  to  borrow  a book, 
and  he  would  take  notes  on  a smooth 
board.  He  formed  the  habit  of  story 
telling  by  repeating  what  he  read  to 
anyone  who  would  listen  to  him.  He 
liked  to  make  funny  speeches,  and  his 
audiences  often  included  the  field  hands 
and  the  loafers  at  the  village  store. 

14.  Yes,  but  I like  to  remember 
that  he  was  a real  boy  after  all.  He 
could  out-lift,  out-chop  and  out-wrestle 
any  boy  in  the  settlement.  Best  of  all 
he  was  so  brave  and  kind  and  honest 
that  he  had  the  respect  and  liking  of 
his  would-be  rivals. 

15.  I think  Lincoln’s  motto  must 


have  been  in  thought  what  we  learned 
from  the  Swedish. 

Class  Recites : 

“It  matters  little  where  I was  born, 

Whether  my  parents  Were  rich  or  poor ; 
Whether  they  shrank  from  the  cold  world’s 
scorn, 

Or  walked  in  the  pride  of  wealth  secure ; 
But  whether  I live  an  honest  man. 

And  hold  my  integrity  firm  in  my  clutch, 

I tell  you,  brother,  plain  as  I am, — 

It  matters  much.” 

16.  Don’t  you  think  he  was  a queer 
boy  to  write  compositions  as  he  did 
with  no  one  to  read  them  to,  and  when 
he  was  not  obliged  to  do  so?  Now  I 
can  never  think  of  anything  to  write, 
can  you  boys  ? But  you  needn’t 
answer,  I know  how  you  feel  anyway. 

17.  I’ve  just  read  “From  Pioneer 
Home  to  the  White  House”  and  it’s 
better  than  a story  book.  His  first  work 
outside  the  farm  was  as  a boatman, 
ferrying  the  passengers  across  the  Ohio 
river  between  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 
For  this  work  he  had  his  board  and  his 
father  had  $2.50  per  week.  In  his 
spare  time  he  read  from  the  library  of 
Judge  Pitcher,  who  lived  near  the  land- 
ing and  had  a shelf  of  books. 

18.  Yes,  and  the  first  money  he 
earned  for  himself  was  in  taking  two 
strangers  and  their  trunks  out  to  the 
steamer  going  down  the  Ohio.  The 
dollar  they  gave  him  seemed  a very 
large  sum,  and  he  spent  it  for  a book. 
Now  I’ve  earned  a good  many  dollars 
in  selling  papers,  but  I can’t  remember 
what  I did  with  my  first  dollar.  But 
we  see  dollars  more  frequently  than 
the  pioneers  did,  for  their  buying  and 
selling  was  almost  entirely  by  barter. 

Sixth  Questio^i.  Isn’t  it  time  for 
another  move  in  the  family? 

19.  Yes,  when  Abraham  was  about 
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twenty-one  the  family  was  induced  to 
take  up  government  lands  in  Illinois — 
a part  of  the  northwest  territory  that 
we  have  been  studying  about.  So 
they  gave  up  the  farm  for  which  they 
still  owed,  sold  the  stock,  and  traveled 
two  whole  weeks  over  thawing  ground, 
covering  two  hundred  miles,  and  en- 
countering spring  freshets  and  cold. 
This  was  the  fourth  move  into  new 
country  and  might  have  been  the  ^tour- 
teenth  if  the  father  had  had  hi?  ivay. 

20.  After  Abraham  had  helpec  ivith 
the  planting,  and  the  building  of  a 
cabin  and  a fence  around  their  ten  acres 
of  prairie  land,  he  left  home  to  begin 
life  for  himself.  All  through  his  life 
he  spoke  affectionately  of  his  step- 
mother and  of  her  efforts  to  train  him 
in  the  right  way.  Of  his  father  he 
said  very  little. 

21.  A great  deal  has  been  written 
and  said  about  the  careless  personal 
appearance  of  Lincoln.  Yet  his  first 
act  after  getting  his  freedom  was  to 
make  a bargain  for  a pair  of  trousers 
‘‘of  brown  jeans,  dyed  with  white  wal- 
nut bark.”  He  agreed  to  split  four 
hundred  rails  each  ten  feet  in  length 
for  each  yard  of  jeans  so  used.  It  took 
fourteen  hundred  rails  to  pay  for  the 
trousers. 

22.  Then  began  a life  of  changes. 
He  helped  on  a flat  boat  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, ran  the  village  store  in  New 
Salem,  and  helped  his  neighbors.  It 
was  in  the  store  that  he  earned  his 
title  “Honest  Abe.”  But  the  business 
failed  and  before  he  went  into  any- 
thing else  he  went  out  as  Captain  of  a 
company  of  volunteers  to  help  subdue 
the  Indians  led  by  Black  Hawk.  In 
this  war  also  served  Zachary  Taylor, 


who  becamx  President,  Jefferson  Davis 
of  the  confederacy,  and  Lieutenant 
Anderson  of  Fort  Sumter  fame. 

Seventh  Question.  Wasn’t  there 
some  story  about  his  election  as  Cap- 
tain ? 

23.  Yes,  there  were  two  candidates, 
Abraham  and  an  older  man.  The 
word  was  passed  from  one  to  the 
other,  .“Let  all  who  want  Lincoln  for 
captain^  follow  him  to  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  road;  those  who  would 
rather  have  the  other  man  stand  on 
the  right  hand  side  of  the  road.”  When 
this  was  done,  it  was  found  that  Lin- 
coln had  twice  as  many  men.  This  was 
his  first  public  success,  and  he  was 
heard  to  say  when  he  was  President 
of  the  United  States,  “No  other  vic- 
tory of  my  life  has  ever  brought  with 
it  so  much  satisfaction.” 

24.  About  this  time  he  began  to 
study  law;  but  he  did  this  in  his  spare 
time  while  he  kept  store  and  was  the 
postmaster  of  the  town,  or  did  survey- 
ing or  anything  else  that  came  to  hand. 
They  used  to  joke  about  his  carrying 
the  office  in  his  hat.  There  was  so 
little  mail  that  he  often  kept  it  there 
for  safety,  and' would  deliver  it  as  he 
saw  the  owners.  When  the  post- 
office  was  closed  on  account  of  lack  of 
business,  he  held  seventeen  dollars  that 
had  been  paid  him  for  postage.  Sev- 
eral years  passed  before  the  agent  of 
the  government  called  for  it.  Lincoln 
hastened  to  his  room  and  returned  with 
an  old  blue  stocking  out  of  which  rolled 
the  money  just  as  it  had  been  paid  him. 
Lincoln  said,  “I  never  use  any  man’s 
money  but  my  own.”  This  would  be  a 
good  motto  for  everyone  of  us. 

25.  When  he  was  first  a candidate 
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for  the  state  legislature,  he  was  de- 
feated; but  the  next  time  he  won,  and 
was  re-elected.  He  helped  to  establish 
the  capitol  at  Springfield,  and  then  be- 
gan practising  law  there.  Between 
sessions  he  rode  from  county  to  county 
attending  court,  learning  to  speak  more 
and  more  acceptably,  pleading  his 
cases  with  skill  and  judgment,  doing 
kind  things  as  he  passed  along,  and 
always  interested  in  anything  for  the 
good  of  the  country. 

Eighth  Question.  One  of  Lincoln’s 
favorite  poems  was  “Why  Should  the 
Spirit  of  Mortal  Be  Proud.”  I have 
read  that  he  used  to  say  it  over  and 
over  when  he  was  grieving  over  the 
death  of  his  first  young  lady  friend. 
Won’t  Marion  read  it  to  us? 

Ninth  Question.  Was  he  never 
married  ? 

26.  Yes,  he  married  a young  lady 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  been  brought 
up  in  quite  a different  manner.  She 
never  could  enjoy  his  sitting  in  his 
shirt  sieves,  nor  many  other  things. 
But  she  preferred  him  above  others 
who  were  more  polished  and  was  very 
proud  of  him  and  their  sons. 

27.  As  time  went  on  he  served  as 
elector  from  Illinois  several  times,  and 
a term  in  Congress,  but  for  ten  years 
he  spent  most  of  his  time  practicing 
law,  studying  the  country’s  needs,- 
making  speeches  and  helping  the  Whig 
cause.  In  one  of  his  speeches  he  said, 
“The  institution  of  slavery  is  founded 
on  both  injustice  and  bad  policy.” 

28.  I think  Lincoln’s  idea  of  life 
and  its  duties  has  since  been  put  into 
poetry  by  VanDyke: 

“Let  me  but  do  my  work  from  day  to  day, 

In  field  or  forest,  at  the  desk  or  loom. 


In  roaring  market-place  or  tranquil  room ; 
Let  me  but  find  it  in  my  heart  to  say, 

When  vagrant  wishes  beckon  me  astray, 

‘This  is  my  work ; my  blessing,  not  my  doom ; 
Of  all  who  live,  I am  the  one  by  whom 
This  work  can  best  be  done  in  the  right  way.’ 
Then  shall  I see  it  not  too  great,  nor  small. 
To  suit  my  spirit  and  prove  my  powers; 
Then  shall  I cheerful  greet  the  laboring  hours. 
And  cheerful  turn,  when  the  long  shadows 
fall 

At  eventide,  to  play  and  love  and  rest. 
Because  for  me  my  work  is  best.” 

29.  History  had  been  making  rap- 
idly after  1844.  Most  of  the  northern 
states  were  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  into  new  territory,  while  the 
majority  of  southerners  were  anxious 
to  do  so  and  also  to  extend  their  power 
in  Congress.  This  was  really  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Mexican  war.  There 
were  hot  debates  in  Congress  over 
every  law  relating  to  slavery,  and  in 
every  campaign  there  was  a bitter  con- 
test. 

30.  I have  read  that  Lincoln  won  the 
attention  of  the  country  with  the  fa- 
mous debates  with  Douglas  who  was 
called  the  “Little  Giant”  of  Illinois. 
He  was  always  calm  and  temperate  in 
manner,  and  clear  in  argument.  He 
got  the  better  of  Douglas  every  time 
in  debate,  but  Douglas  beat  him  in  get- 
ting the  senatorship  they  both  wanted. 
One  of  his  friends  said  the  day  after 
election,  “How  do  you  feel  to  be  beaten 
by  the  “Little  Giant?”  “I  suppose,” 
said  Lincoln,  “that  I feel  like  the  over- 
grown boy  who  stumped  his  toe.” 
When  someone  asked  him  how  he  felt 
he  said  that  he  was  hurt  too  bad  to 
laugh,  and  was  too  big  to  cry.  But  I 
suppose  these  debates  were  really  what 
led  to  his  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency. 
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Tenth  Question.  Let  us  quote  some 
of  his  wise  sayings. 

31.  “I  believe  this  government  can- 
not endure  permanently  half  slave  and 
half  free.’^ 

32.  “Let  us  have  faith  that  right 
makes  might;  and  in  that  faith  let  us 
dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand 
it.” 

33.  “In  giving  freedom  to  the  slaves 
we  assure  freedom  to  the  free, — honor- 
able alike  in  what  we  give  and  what 
we  receive.” 

34.  “With  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right.” 

35.  When  he  was  nominated  for 
President  the  country  was  in  a very 
sad  condition.  The  two  parties  were 
at  deadly  enmity  both  in  Congress  and 
outside.  A settlement  of  the  slavery 
question  had  to  come,  for  it  had  been 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  for  a 
quarter  of  a century  and  more. 
Lincoln  said  he  had  no  intention  of 
meddling  with  slavery  where  it  then 
existed,  should  he  be  elected,  but  the 
South  would  not  believe  this,  and  to 
them  his  election  was  the  signal  for 
the  beginning  of  the  great  struggle  to 
preserve  slavery  and  they  struck  the 
first  blow. 

36.  We  are  not  going  to  tell  of  the 
four  years  bloody  contest  between  the 
North  and  the  South.  All  the  world 
knows  how  wisely  we  were  guided  by 
our  President,  and  how  the  Union  was 
saved.  In  the  middle  of  the  conflict 


the  Eiiiancipation  Proclamation  was 
issued  that  gave  freedom  to  the  three 
million  slaves.  This  was  unpopular  in 
some  directions  but  Lincoln’s  favorite 
hymn  expressed  his  conviction  on  the 
subject. 

Class  sings: 

“God  is  my  strong  salvation, 

What  foe  have  I to  fear?”  etc. 

• 37.  The  most  impressive  speech  he 
ever  made  was  when  the  Gettysburg 
battle-field  was  dedicated  as  a national 
cemetery.  Mary  Shipton  Andrews  has 
written  a story  about  it  called  “The 
Perfect  Tribute.”  We  read’  it  and 
learned  the  speech. 

Class  recites  in  concert : 

“Fourscore  and  ten  years  ago,”  etc. 

38.  I dislike  very  much  to  tell  of 
the  tragedy  that  ended  Lincoln’s  life. 
We  all  know  how  he  was  assassinated, 
and  how  the  nation  mourned.  He  gave 
his  life  for  his  country,  as  did  so  many 
of  our  brave  soldiers.  As  a result  our 
country  is  a Union,  free  from  slavery, 
and  prospering  under  the  one  flag  we 
all  delight  to  honor. 

Class  salute  flag. 

Recite  in  Concert  while  standing,  ^‘Union 
and  Liberty.’’ — Holmes,  ist  and  5th  stanzas. 

Sing — -“Angel  of  Peace” — {Holmes)  or 
America. 

(Special  preparation. — Short  “Life  of  Lin- 
coln” and  “A  Perfect  Tribute”  read  in  class 
room,  or  outside.  Compositions  written  on 
“Boyhood,”  “Manhood,”  “Public  Life,”  etc. 
Each  one  to  have  his  part  of  this  exercise 
about  two  weeks  ahead,  that  it  may  not  be- 
come wearisome.) 


